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TO: Area Agencies on Aging
SDSD Multiple Services and Disability Services Offices

SUBJECT: Best Friends Approach to Alzheimer’s Care
Second Round of Master Trainers

INFORMATION: 

In April 1999 the Division launched The Best Friends Initiative which is a statewide
dementia training curriculum for direct caregivers. This initiative is based on the work of
Virginia Bell and David Troxel as described in their book The Best Friends Approach to
Alzheimer’s Care. 

During this second round we are asking local office managers to help identify dementia
experts in your local communities. Applications may come from local staff or other
persons in the community. Master trainer qualifications are described in the attached
application. All applicants will need to receive a letter of support from the local
office. A prototype of this letter is attached which you can modify or use as is.
Completed applications, accompanied with the support letter and a resume, are
due by April 7, 2000.

Ms. Bell and Mr. Troxel with Joanne Rader will instruct the second group of master
trainers at a three day seminar, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, May 8, 9, and 10,
2000, at the Airport Sheraton Hotel, Portland, Oregon. In order to receive a certificate of
completion, potential master trainers are asked to attend all three days. The new  group of
Master Trainers will consist of no more than 30 persons.

Attachments (2)

CONTACT PERSON:  Rita Litwiller, SDSD, Alzheimer’s Demonstration Project
CONTACT NUMBER:  (503) 945-6405
FAX NUMBER:   (503) 378-8966










